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COVID-19: A CATALYST FOR CHANGE
DISCERNING THE JUDGEMENT UPON US
The last few months have been very
unsettling for many and at the same
time it has been a period of great
learning. With the commencement
of lockdown God had given us a
clear word, that Covid-19 was more
than a pandemic, but that in many
ways it was a judgment sent from
God.

with the fact that the ways of men
have become so perverted and that
humanity in this instance did not
bear the resemblance of the Holy
and righteous order intended by
God in creation. Man had become
all flesh and was lost in his own
depravity. It was love, compelled by
the righteousness of His own being
that forced God to bring a judgment
Any judgment or act of punishment upon sin.
from God is never punitive but
restorative. It is also important to
remember that all God’s action
towards or against us is directly
influenced by His deep love and
concern for us and that His only
desire is to proof our sonship. His
administrations are within the spatial
context of His covenant with us.
Sufferings have always been the
agency which God employs in His
endeavours to correct and preserve
us. His judgments are like radar to a
pilot – to correct the error and to get
us to our destination.
The account of Noah bears records
of the earliest form of judgment that
visited the earth. The narrative
presents a valuable case study to
help us understand the mind, mood
and motivation of God in bringing a
judgment upon the earth. It begins

The endorsing of the voice of Noah
as a preacher of righteousness,
imploring men to consider their ways
must be celebrated as the gracious
attempt of God in desiring mercy to
triumph over impending judgment. In
heeding to the voice of God
There is a river whose streams shall make
glad the city of God … God is in the midst of
her, she shall not be moved … Psalms 46:4 -5

expressed in Noah, his family found immunity in the midst of a great
judgment. In order for a judgment to be lifted or to pass by, we must first
establish a clear understanding upon what the judgement was actually
predicated upon. If we fail to see God’s purpose for judgment, we will view
it negatively and think of it as punishment instead of grace and
mercy. However, if we understand God’s purpose for judgment we will see
why it is needed, and recognize that it is a wonderful work of grace, and
that many blessings flow from it. Praying it away in this instance will prove a
futile exercise except for the fact that the activity of prayer is our expression
of finding shelter & peace in the storm.
Secondly, in the midst of a judgment, we must do critical evaluation of our
own lives as we look to the Word to interpret the times that we live in. Many
have adopted the position that we are simply in the midst of a global
pandemic and that the experience is no more than a natural phenomenon
with its origins traced back to a foreign county. While the natural facts
trace to it, we who are spiritual must become more discerning in this
regard. The eternal mind and counsel of God must be used as a vital tool to
extrapolate upon the natural evidences. Romans 8:6 states that “the mind
set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,”
and Galatians 5:17 states that “the flesh sets its desire against the
Spirit.” The natural mind is full of deceit and it always opposes the
Spirit. Therefore it is unable to know truth. As with many , we are unaware
of its unreliability and simply believe that whatever we think is true. Without
the knowledge of what is the actual truth , a righteous judgment cannot be
made and the error or lie remains hidden. Truth exposes deception. The
revelation of His Word separates the lie from the truth. Truth is inflexible; it
cannot be bent or changed in any way.
If what we believe in
continuously contours the
changing landscape of secular
world views, such a belief is not
truth but an opinion which has
no redemptive power. In
Jeremiah 9: 23-24 we read, “Thus
says the Lord, `Let not a wise
man boast of his wisdom, and let
not the mighty man boast of his
might, let not a rich man boast of
his riches; but let him who boasts
boast of this, that he understands
and knows Me, that I am the
Lord,
who
exercises
lovingkindness, justice and
righteousness on earth; for I

delight in these things’”. Young’s
Concordance and the KJV uses the
term “judgments” instead of justice.
His judgments bring justice.
He
delights in showering us with love
and judgments so that He becomes
our righteousness. If we do not
receive His judgments we will
remain in unrighteousness,
unchanged and never allowing the
present crisis to work in us an
eternal weight of Glory.
The Word of God speaks to this
matter in various passages of
scripture. One such
scripture is
found in 1 Peter 4:17-18 “For the
time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God: and if it
first begins with us, what shall the
end be of them that obey not the
gospel of God? And if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the
ungodly and the sinner appear?”
God's judgements are brought
upon the righteous and the
unrighteous but it must first begin in
the House of God. In this respect,
the House of God must be the first
make the appropriate responses to
the judgment. All Divine desired
outcomes must be first fully
accepted and ratified within the
church. Having done this, the
House of God then becomes the
Divine standard in the Earth,
directing the nations back to the
eternal patterns and thoughts of
God.
Embrace this season and
collaborate with God.
Greater days are ahead of us.
Grace and Peace.

RIVLIFE RELIEF FOR COVID-19
RivLife Community Centre has
already successfully reached
hundreds of households across
KwaZulu-Natal through hunger
alleviation and other support services
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
While our outreach programmes
focus largely on food-aid to at-risk
families during this time, RivLife is also
invested in implementing initiatives
which will empower the community
through economic opportunities.
As a non-profit organisation and a
key stakeholder in community, we
believe that education and
awareness surrounding the virus is
part of our responsibility. As a result,
RivLife will be running an awareness
cam p ai gn w hi ch w ill re ach
marginalized communities that do
not have access to information
around this pandemic.
We will also be running the Cover-For
-Kids face mask distribution for
children who cannot afford to
protect themselves from the virus.
The distribution will take place in
areas such as Tamboville,
Thembalihle, Cinderella Park,
Madiba and Jesmond Dene.

Follow our social media to keep up
with our programmes :
RivLife International Community
Centre
@rivlifecommunity

Join Pastor Thamo LIVE every Thursday at
17.00 and Sunday at 09.00

Please note that despite the fact that
level 3 lockdown regulations permits
religious gatherings, the eldership have
decided that ROL will remain closed for
gatherings until further notice as we
continue to tune in to the live stream
with Pastor Thamo Naidoo.
We encourage all members of our
household to commit to tuning in to the
Sunday morning live stream.

CONNECT WITH US!
REACH US ONLINE AND
STAY CONNECTED

Find us on social media:

River of Life Christian Ministries
@rolchurchpmb
@River of Life Christian Ministries
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